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anti-aggression policy, and announced amid applause that the
Government's obligations to foreign countries would be hon-
oured in full. He had changed his point of view since the pre-
vious September. Then he had said: 'How horrible., fantastic,
incredible it is that we should be digging trenches and trying
on gas-masks here because of a quarrel in a far-away country
between people of whom we know nothing!' And in August
I939: 'We shall not be fighting for the political future of a far-
away city in a foreign land. We shall be fighting for the preser-
vation of those principles the destruction of which would involve
the destruction of peace and liberty for the peoples of the world.'
He had been obliged by his own personal Canossa to agree with
what anti-Fascists had been saying ever since Abyssinia was
invaded.
Yet even up to the last minute there was optimism. This time
Germany would have to back down; Hitler could not bluff
again, and if he did choose to fight, the Poles would prove a
tough nut to crack. The continued exchange of diplomatic
notes seemed to indicate that discussion might still settle the
problem. Then, on September ist came the news that German
troops had crossed the Polish frontiers at five o'clock in the
morning and that Warsaw had had its first air-raid. In Britain
there were two days of nightmarish lull. On September 2nd
general mobilization began, and the evacuation of one million
children from supposed danger-areas was set under way. Anxious
crowds in Downing Street, but no official statement. At 11.15
in the morning on Sunday, September 3rd, Chamberlain was
heard to declare in virtuously agonized tones over the radio
that he had asked Germany to undertake to withdraw her troops
from Poland. He added: CI have to tell you that no such under-
taking has been received and that consequently this country is
at war with Germany/ Almost before he had finished speaking
the first air-raid siren was sounded. (A false alarm, as it hap-
pened, like so many others in the Thirties.) People smiled wrily
at one another. So that was that, eh? War. Total war.
But the country was still sound at heart, the staunch Con-
servatives felt, as they hurried on, a few minutes late, to Sunday
jservice; and the social revolution, so long averted, would now
be made altogether impossible by a new and sterner D.O.R.A,
Besides, Britain always won the last battle.
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